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Chapter 5 

 

Community Facilities Plan 
 

The Community Facilities Plan for the City of Bay St. Louis identifies community facilities 

throughout the City, and determines a level of adequacy for the facility based upon existing 

conditions and projected population growth. The establishment and adoption of community goals 

and objectives in this plan form the basis for evaluating the adequacy of existing and proposed 

facilities.  

 

Methodology  

Planners met with City staff with the City of Bay St. Louis, staff with the Hancock County Board 

of Supervisors and staff with the Hancock County Water and Sewer District to identify 

community facilities located within the City of Bay St. Louis and the area newly annexed by the 

City.  Information was gathered by written survey and by interview.  Additionally, planners 

relied upon plans recently completed to determine the inventory and to define the adequacy of 

existing city, county and regional services.  The plans that were utilized include the Mississippi 

Gulf Region Water and Wastewater Plan completed by the Mississippi Engineering Group, the 

Hancock County Greenways Plan, and the City of Bay St. Louis Comprehensive Plan, 2000. 

 

Public Buildings  

When the City purchased their new City Hall Complex on the corner of Main Street and U.S. 

Highway 90, the City was finally able to unify City departments at one location.  This action not 

only increases the convenience for residents of the City, but it also increases the interaction 

between the City staff and departments.   

 

The provision of public buildings reflections upon the community and its perception of itself.  

Adequate space answers only part of the question. Good design is also an important question that 

must be addressed. A well designed facility with proper amenities and adequate space for the 

functions to be carried out improves work output and worker morale.  

 

City Hall Complex  

Main Street and U.S. Highway 90 

In 2006, the City of Bay St. Louis purchased the former Coast Electric Power Association 

Complex located on Main Street and U.S. Highway 90.  The City will consolidate its city 

departments at this site.  As of March 2007, the City moved administrative offices to this site, the 

Police Department and the Building Department, and most of the Public Works Department to 

this site.  The Cityôs fire station is still located at the Valena C. Jones Public Safety Center, but 

the City has secured funding to construct a new fire station within the Cityôs Governmental 

Complex at Main Street and U.S. Highway 90.  Within the City Hall Complex is a conference 

room, which is the Cityôs new Council Chambers and City Courtroom. 

 

In the Cityôs 2000 Comprehensive Plan, the Planners indicated that the City needed more space 

for city operations and should consolidate services in one service location to make city business 
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more convenient for city residents and make the daily functions of City government more 

effective.  The purchase of the Cityôs new facility provides an opportunity to accomplish these 

objectives.  Additionally, during Hurricane Katrina, City Hall Annex and Old City Hall sustained 

flood damage, forcing the City to consider new locations for city operations. 

 

Former City Hall  

300 Second Street 

The original City Hall, which still bears the name, was constructed in 1905 and is located on 

Second Street at the CSX Railroad. Prior to Hurricane Katrina, this building housed the offices 

of the Building Department and the Public Works Department.  This building sustained flooding 

of the first floor and wind damage.  These offices were moved to the City Hall Complex in 2006 

and 2007.  The City will renovate and maintain old City Hall.    

 

City Hall Annex  

111 Court Street  

With the consolidation of City Services at the New City Hall Complex, the City will no longer 

need the City Hall Annex.  However, the City is considering the renovation of the City Hall 

Annex to provide a location for commercial businesses to lease as part of redevelopment efforts 

in downtown. 

 

Maintenance and Service Buildings 

Old Spanish Trail  

The Public Works Department service and equipment storage area was located on Old Spanish 

Trail behind and east of the Fire and Police Department. With the purchase of the City Hall 

Complex, the Public Works Department is moving the yard and machine shops to the City Hall 

Complex. 

 

Fire Department  

Valena C. Jones Complex  

Old Spanish Trail  

The City of Bay St. Louis achieved a Class 5 Fire Insurance Rating and is so certified by the 

Mississippi State Rating Bureau.  The Fire Departmentôs current location is on Old Spanish Trail 

in Bay St. Louis in the Public Safety Building.  The building has three apparatus bays, with 

living and administration areas.  The building is approximately 3,400 square feet.   

 

In July 2006, the City of Bay St. Louis annexed an area north and along Highway 603 to 

Interstate 10. The East Hancock County Fire Protection District and its fire department are now 

within the Cityôs municipal limits.  The East Hancock Fire Department is located on Chapman 

Road in the Shoreline Park area.  This station is a two bay station, with a small office space.  The 

City has assigned an engine and fire fighters to this station, utilizing a portable trailer for a 

station. 

 

Architectural plans and specifications are underway to build a new fire station adjacent to the 

Cityôs Municipal Complex located on Main Street and U.S. Highway 90.  The City applied for a 

Community Development Block Grant to fund this project.  The City will build a second fire 

station on Highway 603 in the newly annexed area of Bay St. Louis.  The new station will be a 

three bay station.  With the completion of both of these stations, the City will have two fire 

stations centrally located to provide fire services within Bay St. Louis.   
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Equipment owned by the City of Bay St. Louis through the Fire Department includes the 

following: 

 2005 Ferrara Pumper 1250 gallons per minute with 1000 gallon storage 

 2005 Ford Brush Truck 

 2003 Kenworth Pumper-Tanker 

 2000 International Pumper 

 1999 Ferrara Pumper 1750 gallons per minute with 750 gallon storage 

 1999 Ford Rescue/Pumper 350 gallons per minute with 250 gallon storage 

 1990 Grumman Pumper 1500 gallons per minute with 750 gallon storage 

 2006 Dodge Ram Pickup Truck 

 2006 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck  

 1999 Fire Safety House for prevention training 

 

The Department is comprised of 24 full-time paid firefighters, and six part-time firefighters who 

are trained and back-up the full-time firefighters.      

 

Within the newly annexed area, only about 60% of the area has a hydrant system in place.  The 

land area within the City prior to this most recent annexation was fully covered by hydrants.    

 

The Department has mutual aid contracts with all fire departments in Hancock County and the 

Gulf Coast Mutual Aid Agreement for all fire services in Hancock, Harrison and Jackson 

Counties. 

 

The City will continue to communicate and coordinate with the Mississippi State Rating Bureau 

regarding future water lines, fire hydrants, personnel and equipment needs.  

 

 

Police Department  

City Hall Complex 

Main Street and Highway 90 

The Bay St. Louis Police Department relocated from the Valena C. Jones Complex on Old 

Spanish Trail to the City Complex located on Main Street and U.S. Highway 90 in January, 

2007.  Their new station is 10,975 square feet.   

 

The Police Department currently has twenty-two sworn full-time paid police officers, including 

sixteen patrol officers, four investigators, a chief of police and an assistant chief of police.   The 

Department has four sworn part-time police officers and four reserve officers.  Prior to Hurricane 

Katrina, the Department had twenty-eight sworn full-time paid police officers, including twenty-

two patrol officers, four investigators, a chief of police and an assistant police chief.  The 

Department had eight sworn part-time police officers and eight reserve officers.    

 

Since Hurricane Katrina, the City of Bay St. Louis, the City of Waveland and the Hancock 

County Sheriffôs Office have established centralized dispatch and communication for all city and 

county emergency services in Hancock County.  Dispatch services are temporarily relocated with 

E-911 on Rocky-Hill Road in central Hancock County.  The County will complete a new 

Emergency Operations Center in the near future, and dispatch services and E-911 will relocate to 

the new facility. 
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The projected growth for the City of Bay St. Louis will be 18,896 people by 2030.  Based upon 

these population projections;  

the Bay St. Louis Police Department will need 49 officers by 2030, as well as vehicles 

and equipment for these officers. 

 

the new police station will be adequate for the near and mid-range future.  However, by 

2030, the City will need about 1,325 square feet of additional space to adequately meet 

the space needs for its projected officers and may consider a substation on Highway 603, 

or consider a new facility. 

 

 

Schools  

Bay St. Louis -Waveland School District 

Children within the City of Bay St. Louis can attend the Bay St. Louis-Waveland School District.  

The School District is governed by a five member Board of Directors.  Two members of the 

School Board are from the school district outside of the City of Bay St. Louis.  These two 

members are elected.  Three members of the Board are from the City of Bay St. Louis.  The 

mayor recommends the appointments and the city council must ratify the appointment. 

 

The Comprehensive Plan should consider the capacity of schools to handle projected growth 

within the community, when considering the future.  In the near term, the Bay St. Louis-

Waveland School District is rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina.  Every school within the District 

was flooded during the hurricane.   

 

Since the School District re-opened its schools in November 2005, enrollment has steadily 

increased.  As of the week of February 12, 2007 enrollment was 68% of Pre-Katrina enrollment 

for the school district, averaging about 1,630 students.    

 

The school district has fully re-opened the Bay St. Louis Middle School and the Bay St. Louis 

High School.  The School District is holding classes in a section of the Waveland Elementary 

School, while completing renovations to this school, and the School District is holding classes in 

temporary travel trailers at the Second Street Elementary Site and the North Bay Elementary 

Site.  The Bay St. Louis-Waveland School District is in the process of determining plans for 

reconstruction, based upon new advisory base flood elevations, eligible funding from FEMA, 

funding from insurance and projected increases in student enrollment. 

 

The School District is currently considering reducing the number of schools from five schools to 

four schools, re-establishing classes in the Bay St. Louis -Waveland Middle School, the Bay St. 

Louis -Waveland High School and establishing a grade K-2 school site and a grade 3-5 school 

site.   

 

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the following schools existed in Bay St. Louis and Waveland: 

 

North Bay Elementary was located on Dunbar Avenue.  The school housed grades kindergarten 

through third grade.   The school is located on approximately 7.1 acres. 
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Waveland Elementary was located in Waveland, near Old Spanish Trail.  The school housed 

grades kindergarten through third grade.  The school is located on approximately 10.70 acres.  A 

new early elementary school facility will be built in this property.  The school will also provide a 

childcare and early education center.   

 

Second Street Elementary was located in Bay St. Louis on Second Street, approximately one 

block from Beach Boulevard.  The school housed fourth and fifth graders.  Central 

Administrative Offices were located at this facility.  The school and central offices are located on 

2.0 acres.  Second Street Elementary School is a historic structure.  

   

Bay St. Louis -Waveland Middle School, re-opened on Pine Street near the High School.  The 

middle school houses grades 6 through 8 and is the newest school in the District, completed in 

2003.   

 

Bay St. Louis -Waveland High School, re-opened on Bluemeadow Road in Bay St. Louis.  The 

high school houses grades 9 through 12.  Together the middle school and the high school are 

located on 31.60 acres.  Tiger Stadium is located on 6.7 acres to the north and east of this 

complex. 

 

A new upper elementary school will be built on the grounds of the Bay-Waveland Middle 

School. 

 

Based upon state standards for school, the Bay St. LouisïWaveland School District currently and 

into the near future meets standards.  Planners projected that enrollment in the Bay St. Louis-

Waveland School District will be 2,739 students by 2030.  Based upon the projected student 

population for the Bay St. Louis-Waveland School District, the School District will need about 3 

more acres of land for elementary schools by 2030 and 1.5 more acres of land for the high school 

by 2030.     

 

  

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs  

The Parks/Recreation/Cultural Affairs portion of the Community Facilities Plan includes an 

inventory of the public recreation and cultural facilities in the planning area, including 

neighborhood and city playgrounds, parks, community centers, mini-parks, tennis courts, sports 

fields, etc. An analysis of these facilities was made to determine their capability to serve the 

existing and future population.  

 

Parks and Recreation is a division of Public Works for budgetary purposes and draws from the 

casual labor pool as needed for facility and field maintenance. A director manages activity 

planning, development, and implementation. The director manages all facility scheduling for 

parks, playgrounds and public gymnasium uses for civic and private activities.  

 

Cultural Affairs is a division of the Department of Administration for budgetary purposes and 

draws from additional staff support from other departments as needed to meet the demands of 

planned activities. A director manages all non-sports related public activities and special 

projects, including the activities of the depot building for civic and private activities.  
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The following City and County parks and recreational facilities are within the City Limits of Bay 

St. Louis:  

 

City Park  is located on Second Street adjacent to Old City Hall.  The park was established by 

ordinance in 1916.  The 1.48 acre park has two lighted tennis courts, playground equipment 

including a new KaBoom Park, picnic tables, and a memorial cannon.  The park includes a 

shoofly around one of the largest oaks on the park grounds.  City Park has been used for 

community concerts and events.  This park is owned by the City of Bay St. Louis. 

 

Commagere Park is located on Old Spanish Trail and Bookter Street.  The site has a practice 

football field with bleachers, which has also been used for soccer.  This site also has a softball 

field.  The site is 2.1 acres.  This park is secured through a year by year lease by the City of Bay 

St. Louis. 

 

Commodore Park is located on Beach Boulevard and Second Street, and overlooks the Bay-

Waveland Yacht Club.  This area is an open space area with several native species of trees and a 

giant anchor.  This open space is owned by the Bay-Waveland Yacht Club. 

 

Scott Demboski Memorial SoccerPlex is located on Longfellow Road in the area newly 

annexed by the City of Bay of Bay St. Louis.  The facility is 11 acres and is leased to the Bay 

Area Youth Soccer (BAYS) Organization by the Hancock County Board of Supervisors.  BAYS 

schedules games and maintains the site.  The existing layout at the SoccerPlex  includes for four 

30ô x 20ô U-5 and U-6 fields, four 40ô x 28ô U-7 and U-8 fields, two 50ô x  40ô U-10 fields and 

two 70ô x 50ô U-12 fields.  Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the county maintained a Civic Center, 

Human Services Complex, work barn, and Farmerôs Market adjacent to this site.  Currently, this 

space is the temporary location of the Hancock County Courthouse and offices.  

 

Martin Luther King Park  on Washington Street, between St. Francis Street and Old Spanish 

Trail, in Bay St. Louis, shares its open space with one of the Cityôs water towers.  The park is 

1.82 acres and includes playground equipment, a basketball court, picnic pavilions, tables and 

benches.  There is limited parking at this site.  Martin Luther King Park is used for both public 

events and scheduled private events. 

 

Larroux Park  is located on Dunbar Avenue in Bay St. Louis.  The park is 0.91 acres.  Prior to 

Hurricane Katrina the park was fenced, with playground equipment and a basketball court.  

Limited off street parking was available at this site.  There is land area available that could be 

utilized for practice fields or courts. 

 

Little League Park is located on Athletic Drive in Bay St. Louis.  The park is a 9.8 acre 

complex of seven baseball fields.  All fields are lighted for league and evening play.  Other 

amenities at this site included a concession area, raised scoring towers, little league office and 

restrooms.  The fields have hosted regional Little League tournaments and State Dixie Youth 

softball tournaments. 

 

McDonald Field is located on Dunbar Avenue between Ulman and Carroll Avenues.  The field 

had two softball diamonds that were used for girlsô league softball.    The fields are lighted, and 

there are dugouts, a concession area, and restrooms.  Since Hurricane Katrina, hurricane relief 

efforts have been coordinated at this location. 
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Seventh Street Park is located on Seventh Street on the west side of Bay St. Louis.  The park is 

located on an infill lot in the middle of a neighborhood, with no onsite parking available.  The 

park includes a basketball court, playground equipment, picnic tables and seating.  This Park was 

adopted by Moore Friends of Mississippi, a non-profit relief organization from North Carolina.  

 

Tercentenary Park is located on Beach Boulevard in downtown Bay St. Louis and dedicated in 

1999 on the 300th anniversary of the landing of Sieur de Bienville.  The plaza was donated to the 

City by Hancock Bank and within this Plaza is a statute of Bienville and a sealed time capsule 

that can be opened in 2099.  The park was heavily damaged by Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Legacy Park is located at the intersection of Old Spanish Trail and Bookter Street.  The park is 

on the same property as the Hancock County Senior Citizen Center and was dedicated to the City 

in 1999 ñto commemorate the cityôs 300th anniversary of European discovery (Bay St. Louis 

Comprehensive Plan, 2000).ò  Access to parking is available at the Senior Center.  The city 

identified a need for  ¼ mile walking track on the site to enhance amenities for seniors utilizing 

the center in the 2000 Comprehensive Plan.   

 

Jimmy Rutherford Fishing Pier was located on Beach Boulevard at Ulman Avenue.  The pier 

was more than 1,000 feet and built to standards to withstand minor hurricanes.  The pier had 

restrooms and an overlook to insure accessibility to everyone.  Along the pier was covered 

seating and fishing areas, leading out the very end of the pier.  A ramp from the pier led to the 

beach.  The pier was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  The City is considering rebuilding the pier 

in the downtown area. This pier was owned and maintained by the City of Bay St. Louis. 

 

Dunbar Avenue Pier is located at the end of Dunbar Avenue in the Cedar Point area of the City 

of Bay St. Louis.  The pier is owned and maintained by the Hancock County Board of 

Supervisors.  The pier was lighted for safety and included a covered pavilion at the end of the 

pier over the Bay of St. Louis.  There was no offsite and very limited on-road parking for this 

pier.  This pier was destroyed during Hurricane Katrina and was rebuilt in 2007. 

 

American Legion Pier at Washington Street is located on Beach Boulevard at Washington 

Street.  The facility is owned by the American Legion Post 139.  The county maintains a lease 

with the American Legion for use of the site.  Prior to Hurricane Katrina this site had two boat 

launches, the American Legion Pier, and a jetty.  Further upland from this site, but south of the 

seawall, is located the terminus point of the Hancock County Beach Pathway and a parking area.  

This area was utilized by the Bay St. Louis Ferry.  The County is currently rebuilding the boat 

launches and piers at this site, along with a beachfront activity node.  

 

Cedar Point Boat Launch is located at the very end of Beach Boulevard in Bay St. Louis.  The 

two boat launch is located inland from the seawall.  Hancock County owns and maintains this 

facility, which also includes a small dock and seating area adjacent to launch.  Parking is 

available adjacent to the site.  This facility is fully operational.    

 

The Hancock County Walking Track  is located on Highway 90 at the Hancock Medical 

Center.  The track is ½ mile in length, with a KaBoom playground and seating areas along the 

waking track.  The track is lighted for night time use.   
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St. Rose de Lima Parish built a community center with a lighted tennis court and lighted 

basketball court in response to needs identified within the City and Parish.   

 

The Hancock County Greenways Plan identified deficiencies in the level of service of 

recreational facilities for the entire County.  Based upon this level of service analysis, which is 

included in the Appendix, the following recreational needs were determined: 

 

 Centrally located multi-court basketball complex of 4 to 8 courts, possibly at the 

SoccerPlex 

 Additional 2 to 4 tennis courts within Bay St. Louis and 8 tennis courts throughout the 

county 

 Walking trails at the Little League Park, SoccerPlex and Commagere Park 

 Beach volleyball courts (2 to 4 courts) 

 Swimming pool 

 Re-establish a Farmers Market at the SoccerPlex 

 Community Plaza at the foot of Main Street 

 Public courts for handball, racquetball and weight lifting 

 Neighborhood community centers 

 Organized recreation, social and cultural programs for youth 

 

Valena C. Jones Complex  

Old Spanish Trail  

The Valena C. Jones Complex is located on Old Spanish Trail.  Prior to the relocation to the City 

Hall Complex, both the Bay St. Louis Public Works Yard and the Police Department were 

located at this facility.  The last City Department utilizing this facility is the Fire Department, but 

City plans call for the relocation of the Fire Department to the City Hall complex.  Currently, the 

Hancock County Emergency Management Agency occupies temporary facilities at this site. 

 

The Valena C. Jones Complex has a gymnasium that is used for basketball and volleyball play, 

and a stage.  The gym has been used for community events.  The Comprehensive Plan Advisory 

Committee felt that the Valena C. Jones Complex or parts of the complex have value as a 

community center.  The City has received grant funding to renovate the gymnasium and several 

classrooms to develop a recreational center.  There has been an identified need for recreational 

facilities for residents of the City, as well as for organized programs for youth. 

 

 

Historic Bay St. Louis Depot  

1928 Depot Way  

The Bay St. Louis Train Depot sits in a park like setting between three distinct neighborhoods in 

Bay St. Louis.  The building was purchased by the City from CSX in 1996, and renovated with a 

Mississippi Department of Transportation Enhancement Grant.  The Train Depot is a historic 

facility, built in 1928 in a Mission architectural style which was not common in the southeast.  

The building is a Mississippi Landmark Building, and therefore, renovations to the building must 

be approved by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.   

 

Since its restoration it has hosted community and social events and been available to host 

workshops and seminars.  The City of Bay St. Louis has an office of Cultural Affairs and the 
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Director of this department has an office on the second flood.  The director is responsible for 

programming within the facility and promoting the culture of Bay St. Louis.  The Depot is used 

to host art classes, art shows and art seminars to promote the artists and culture of the 

Community.  The Hancock County Tourism Development Bureau has moved their offices into 

the second floor of the Depot.  

 

The Bay St. Louis Train Depot is 8,000 square feet.  On the ground floor is a large meeting 

room, and a kitchen to cater events at the site. On the second floor is a meeting room and office 

space.  The Depot and the grounds are handicap accessible. 

 

Currently the building and its surrounding park grounds are used for several city-sponsored 

events including regular exhibits for local artists, an annual military exhibition on Veteran's Day, 

car shows, Public Safety Day, summer reading program special events, artistsô workshops, and 

special events for senior citizens, student tours and as a designated tour stop. The Division of 

Cultural Affairs schedules seminars, workshops and educational events to benefit city 

employees, other governmental agencies and non-profit agencies.   The City changes a minimal 

fee for use of the facility to cover the costs of cleaning the rooms.  The facility is available for 

private and public events.  Improvements to the Historic Depot will enhance its ability to serve 

these functions. 

 

 

Rotary International Community Center  

Depot District 

Through the community rebuilding process, Rotary International has donated funding to build a 

new community center within the Depot District.  This new facility will be an asset to the 

community and to the Depot District. 

 

 

Senior Citizens Complex  

Bookter Street   

In the late 1990ôs the City of Bay St. Louis and the Hancock County Board of Supervisors 

worked together to develop a new Senior Center for Hancock Countyôs ambulatory and active 

seniors.  The facility is located on Bookter Street at Old Spanish Trail.  The City constructed the 

building, and the County, through the Hancock County Human Resources Agency, provides 

regular and daily programs for seniors. The building contains administrative offices, a large 

public room, dining room and kitchen, several classrooms for a variety of interests including 

ceramics, painting and framing.  

 

Taylor School 

Leonhard Avenue  

Besides the Bay St. Louis Train Depot, the City of Bay St. Louis also owned the Taylor School 

located on Leonhard Avenue.  This building was listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places.  The facility was available to the community for meetings, hosting the Bay-Waveland 

Garden Club and many scout meetings over the years.  The Comprehensive Plan completed in 

2000 indicated that the Bay-Waveland Garden Club met at the Taylor School for almost 50 

years.  This building was completely destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  The Taylor School was 

located within a residential neighborhood in the Cedar Point area of Bay St. Louis.  It seems 

likely that the City will sell this property, and not replace the facility.  
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Water System   

Two water systems operate within the City of Bay St. Louis.  The City of Bay St Louis owns and 

operates a water system that provides potable water for domestic, commercial, and industrial 

consumption to its citizens in its corporate limits as the limits existed prior to the July 2006 

annexation award.  The Hancock County Water and Sewer District provides potable water for 

domestic and commercial consumption in some of the area that was recently annexed by the 

City.  The Hancock County Water and Sewer District provides water to homes and businesses 

located on the east side of Highway 603.  The area on the west side of Highway 603 that was 

recently annexed by the City of Bay St. Louis is not served by water.  

 

Both the City of Bay St. Louis and the Hancock County Water and Sewer District draw water 

from Miocene Aquifers. The water is of very good quality and requires chlorination to meet the 

Bureau of Environmental Health standards for a safe public water supply.  

 

Water Supply  

There are five operating wells within the City of Bay St. Louis including the newly annexed area.  

The City of Bay St. Louis operates four of the wells that supply potable water to residents that 

lived within the Cityôs pre-annexation boundaries.  And the Hancock County Water and Sewer 

District operates one well. 

 

City of Bay St. Louis Owned and Operated Wells 

Name of well   GPM Capacity    Year Constructed 

 #2 - Easterbrook St.   300    1963  

 #3 - St. Charles St.   400    1959  

 #4 - Harry St.    1000    1982  

 #5 -10th St.    1090    1988  

Source:  City of Bay St. Louis Public Works Department 

 

Wells 2, 3, 4, and 5 are utilized on a regular basis for water supply. These wells will supply 2490 

gallons per minute.  During a 1000-minute day of operation (approximately 16 hours) the wells 

could, on a normal basis, supply 2,490,000 gallons per day.   All wells are between 914 and 1200 

feet deep with capacities ranging from 300 to 1,090 gallons per minute.  The average life span 

for a well is about 30 years.  Three of the Cityôs four wells have exceeded the life expectancy, 

and the city relies on these wells for everyday use.   The City is in need of a new well with a 

minimum of 1100 gpm capacity.  As of December 31, 2007, the City had 2,509 residential 

customers and 316 commercial customers. 

 

Within the newly annexed area, the Hancock County Water and Sewer District provides potable 

water services to residents located on the east side of Highway 603.  The District estimated that 

they had about 1,400 customers before Hurricane Katrina struck.   Hancock County Water and 

Sewer District has one well and the well has the capacity to pump 1100 gallons per minute.   

 

Water Treatment  

The City of Bay St. Louis chlorinates their water to meet requirements from the Mississippi State 

Department of Health.  But generally, the Cityôs water is of good quality.  The City of Bay St. 
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Louis Public Works Department has three staff members qualified to add chlorine to the Bay St. 

Louis water system.  

 

The Hancock County Water and Sewer District also chlorinates their water.  Their system is 

chlorinated and maintained by a qualified water systems contractor. 

 

Water Storage  

The City of Bay St. Louis has two elevated tanks.  Both tanks are 250,000-gallon tanks and are 

constructed from steel.  One elevated tank is located at Harry Street (north of U.S. Highway 90) 

and one elevated tank is located on Washington Street (south of U.S. Highway 90).  The City 

anticipates the need to make improvements to these tanks. 

 

Within the newly annexed area, the Hancock County Water and Sewer District has one elevated 

tank.  The tank is constructed of steel, holds 150,000 gallons and is located at First Street.  Both 

the City of Bay St. Louis and the Hancock County Water and Sewer District believe that water 

storage is adequate.  

 

Distribution System  

The City of Bay St. Louis estimates that its water system is nearly fully operational after 

Hurricane Katrina.  There is only one section of the City in which water is still not fully 

functional.  This is along Beach Boulevard between Our Lady of the Gulf Recreation Center and 

Bay View Court.  But this segment of the system is currently under contract.   Additionally, the 

City is still searching for leaks throughout the system.  The City does anticipate the need for 

improvements to the water distribution system in the Kellar and Sycamore Streets area. 

 

The City of Bay St Louis distribution system is made up of lines, which vary in age and size. The 

majority of the system is in· good condition and is adequate to fulfill the requirements of the 

customers. There are approximately 520 fire hydrants located throughout the city. The fire 

hydrants are numbered for location and to help keep records of the system. The city has a 

program in place, which requires semi-annual inspections.  The hydrants are cleaned and tested 

to assure that the hydrants are in good working order. During this check-up process the water 

pressure of the distribution system is verified at each hydrant location. The process assures that 

there is sufficient water pressure throughout the system for domestic use and fire fighting 

purposes. The City regularly flushes the 39 deadline hydrants located in the city to assist in the 

effective circulation of chlorine throughout the city's water system. Careful review of all new 

development plans are made by the Public Works, Fire and Building Departments to insure that 

adequate sized water lines and sufficient hydrants are installed for the public's health, safety and 

welfare. These programs are beneficial and should be continued.  

 

The water system for the Hancock County Water and Sewer District was completed in 2002.  

The system is completely operational since Hurricane Katrina.  The water system has 132 

hydrants, including some dead-end hydrants.  Like the City of Bay St. Louis, the Hancock 

County Water and Sewer District flushes the system at the dead-end hydrants, and since the 

water turnover is low within the District at the current time, the District flushes the system 

regularly to insure adequate and effective chlorine circulation.  The District estimates that at this 

time only about 45% of its customers are living within the area and consuming water. 
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Recommendations 

The City of Bay St. Louis identified a need for a new well with a minimum pumping capacity of 

1100 gpm.  Three of the existing wells, while working, have exceeded their life expectancy.  

Additionally, the water service should be provided to city residents in the newly annexed area 

west of Highway 603. 

 

Other improvements include water system improvements in the Longfellow area, water system 

distribution improvements in the Kellar and Sycamore Streets area, and improvements to the 

elevated storage tanks at the harry Street and Washington Street wells.  Additionally, the Cityôs 

water may be enhanced by a system to remove minerals from the cityôs water source. 

 

Sanitary Sewer System 

The City of Bay St. Louis owns, maintains and operates a sewer collection system within the pre-

annexation corporate limits of the City of Bay St. Louis.  And the Hancock County Water and 

Sewer District owns, maintains and operates a sewer collection system within the newly annexed 

area.  Wastewater collected from both entities is transferred to the Waveland Regional 

Wastewater Treatment Plant for treatment. 

 

The Sanitary Sewer System in the City of Bay St. Louis has a large amount of old, short length 

concrete pipe, particularly in the older sections of the City.  This type of construction, typical for 

that time period, is susceptible to high amounts of inflow and infiltration (I&I) particularly 

during periods of rainfall.  Infiltration and inflow was found to be a serious problem in the City's 

wastewater collection system. The City instituted an aggressive program several years ago to 

reduce the level of I & I entering the system. This program has been effective and should be 

continued. 

 

Due to the flat terrain in the Bay St. Louis area the sanitary sewer wastewater collection system 

requires 31 lift stations and a large number of small pumping facilities and force mains. Gravity 

mains range in size from 8" to 24". Force mains run from 3" to 18" in diameter. 

 

The Cityôs Sanitary Sewer System is operational after Hurricane Katrina, with the exception of a 

segment of Beach Boulevard from Our Lady of the Gulf Recreation Center to Bay View Court.  

This segment of the system is under contract for repair. 

 

The Hancock County Water and Sewer District operates a wastewater collection system within 

the newly annexed area.  The system is a closed low pressure system with minimal I & I issues.  

The system utilizes grinder pumps at the structure and 23 lift stations.  The Hancock County 

Water and Sewer District estimated that prior to Hurricane Katrina, the system on average 

transported 700,000 gallons per day of wastewater for treatment.   

 

The Waveland Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant is nearing capacity.  The plant is currently 

permitted to treat 4.9 mgpd of wastewater.  The Mississippi Gulf Regional Water and 

Wastewater Plan cites that influent flows prior to Hurricane Katrina at the Southern Regional 

Wastewater Treatment Plant  ñwere above capacity 34% of the time (Mississippi Engineering 

Group, p. 2-17).ò  Southern Regional provides wastewater treatment for the City of Bay St. 

Louis, Waveland and for the Hancock Water and Sewer District. 
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On April 18, 2006, the Governorôs Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding and Renewal Senate 

Bill (SB) 2943 was signed into law.  That bill created the Gulf Coast Utility Authority to oversee 

the development and some redevelopment of wastewater and water infrastructure in the six 

southern counties of South Mississippi, including Hancock County.  Through SB 2943, a county-

wide utility authority was created to coordinate the management and development of water, 

wastewater and storm water systems.   

 

The Hancock County Utility Authority is the representative agency that will oversee 

management and new development in Hancock County.  Representatives from both the City of 

Bay St. Louis and the Hancock County Water and Sewer District are members of this Authority.   

 

Under the oversight of the Governorôs Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding and Renewal, the 

Mississippi Gulf Region Water and Wastewater Plan was developed.  Engineers developing the 

Plan identified the following water and wastewater projects to meet the needs of the City of Bay 

St. Louis and Hancock County. 

 

 Eastern Hancock County Regional Water System to enhance water supply and 

distribution from Bay St. Louis to Lakeshore Road and from Highway 603 to Hancock 

North Central Elementary School 

 

 Force Main Extension for the City of Bay St. Louis 

 

 Hancock County Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility in Kiln to serve all collection 

systems located south of Interstate 10, including the City of Bay St. Louis.  Planned for 

construction is a 1.5MGD wastewater treatment facility.  Effluent will be discharged to 

the buffer zone for treatment.  The Waveland facility where Bay St. Louis currently 

transfers wastewater to will become a pumping station. 

 

Most of the funding for these projects will come from U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development Community Development Block Grant- Katrina Supplemental Funds. 

 

 

Summary 

The City of Bay St. Louis will continue in the rebuilding mode for at least the next five years, 

but must also consider capital needs to replace aging equipment and to support growth.  As the 

City prepares for the future it should consider the following recommendations: 

 

Short Term (2008-2013) 

 Complete Fire Station on Main Street. (CDBG Funds) 

 Complete Fire Station on Highway 603. 

 Complete Sewer and Water repairs. (FEMA funds with local match) 

 Continue to address inflow and infiltration issues of the Cityôs sewer system. 

 Establish new well. 

 Expand gas system as opportunities and funding permits. 

 Hire firefighters and police officers to public service departments in keeping with 

standards. 

 Expand building department offices. 
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 Renovate Old City Hall for Public Use and retire debt service on this improvements and 

the improvements made to the building prior to Hurricane Katrina. 

 Establish walking trails around City athletic parks. 

 Re-establish Farmers Market at Soccerplex. 

 Establish a municipal pier at the foot of Main Street (CDBG Funds) 

 Establish Basketball Courts. 

 Renovate Valena C. Jones Complex as a Recreation Center. 

 Complete sewer force main extension for City of Bay St. Louis (CDBG funds). 

 Expand Hancock County Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility in Kiln. 

 Re-establish Recycling Program. 

 Establish a new harbor in the downtown area. 

 Establish a system to remove minerals from the Cityôs water source. 

 Make water system improvements in the Longfellow Drive area. 

 Retire debt service on the purchase of the City Hall Annex and the improvements made 

to the City Hall Annex prior to Hurricane Katrina. 

 Expand and enhance the Senior Citizens Center. 

 Provide enhancements to Commagere Park. 

 Make improvements to the elevated water tanks located on Harry Street and Washington 

Street. 

 Make water and sewer improvements in the Kellar and Sycamore Streets area. 

 Make improvements to Historic City Hall. 

 Make improvements to City Hall Annex. 

 Make improvements to the Historic Depot. 

 Establish a Bay St. Louis Cultural Arts Center. 

 Establish a Boys and Girls Club. 

 Establish a Bay St. Louis Recreation Center. 

 Establish public courts for handball, racquetball and public area for weights. 

 

Mid-Term (2014-2019) 

 Hire firefighters and police officers to public service departments in keeping with 

standards. 

 Continue to address inflow and infiltration issues of the Cityôs sewer system. 

 Expand gas system as opportunities and funding permits. 

 Replace Fire Truck in 2014. 

 Establish more tennis courts within the City 

 

Long Term (2020-2030) 

 Hire firefighters and police officers to public service departments in keeping with 

standards. 

 Continue to address inflow and infiltration issues of the Cityôs sewer system. 

 Expand gas system as opportunities and funding permits. 

 Replace Fire Trucks. 

 Establish Police Sub-Station on Highway 603. 

 Establish beach volleyball courts. 

 Establish swimming pool. 
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